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"NDE Can Be Used to Test Parts in Unique Systems"

The DTA, or the destructive test analysis, is very common in the commercial field, when they crank out the parts by the millions.  Over there, they can afford to do that, but, however, at JPL and at most of NASA Centers are in a unique position.  We only make “onesie” or “twosies,”and we cannot afford to destroy a certain part just to find out reliability.  So, that’s where NDE comes in, and therefore, shows uniqueness.  We do not destroy the parts, and yet, we are able to find out its usefulness, or if there’s any flaw inside.  Because, as you know, once the destructive test analysis normally conserves a section-you know, section open of parts.  Once it’s cut in half, the parts or components, are rendered useless.

