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“Quality Clauses Ensure that Contractors Use Adequate Quality Procurement"

My recommendation regarding contract clauses and how to use them would be to find out what is actually required on the hardware that they’re procuring.  Are they looking for something that is going to be subjected to unusual environments, or is it going to be subjected to any unusual conditions whatsoever where you want to assure that the processes that have been done to them?  In the same gist of what you’re trying to talk about here is having a process based mission assurance.  If you want to know that the processes that have been accomplish on the hardware you’re buying are truly accomplished, certain clauses are going to be invoked on the supplier you’re buying from to make sure that they’ve accomplished those things.  Again, whether it be tests, whether it be certain heat treat processes, whether it be any other requirements you may impose, all the way down to their quality system, to make sure they’re building in compliance with the same quality system that we are.
