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When we develop an ESD control plan, we also have to consider the fact that, virtually every one of our ESD protected work areas is simultaneously a clean room, so we have to consider the needs of contamination control at the same time we consider the needs of electrostatic discharge control.  And sometimes there’s a conflict between what you would want to do from an ESD standpoint versus what you would want to do from a contamination control standpoint.  There’s also safety considerations, and if there’s a hierarchy of these considerations, safety comes first.  If something that we would ask someone to do from an ESD standpoint might put them in an unsafe condition, safety wins.  And if there’s a conflict between contamination control requirements and ESD control requirements, usually contamination wins, but it’s all a compromise.  Everything has to be considered together.

