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"The right Skills needed for a Successful PRA Team"

A successful risk assessment has a good cooperative effort between the risk assessment practitioner and the domain expert.  Where the—if it’s a Shuttle, the domain expert is a person who understands Shuttle systems.  So, the—an ideal situation occurs when there’s one team cooperating where the expertise is both in risk assessment and in the domain.  It works best if the domain expert knows a little about risk assessment, and the risk assessment practitioner knows a little about the domain.  That’s so—so they can ask questions of each other that make sense to each other, so there’s good communication.  This idea has evolved over the years, because historically, when the first risk assessments were done in the nuclear industry in the early ‘70’s, it was nuclear engineers who really understood how nuclear plants worked—who cross-trained in risk assessment—that were doing these studies.  And there—and that allowed the development of independent companies, who do risk assessment, would go and take to a remote site their work, do it, and then deliver it to a provider of nuclear power—a utility company.  Once risk assessment broke through the barrier of—nuclear—being limited to the nuclear industry, then these same practitioners either had to learn a new technology—and some proceeded to do that—or worked directly with the people who did know that new technology.  And, as it turns out, it works best if you match strength with strength.  The best PRA practitioners with the best system experts—that’s what works best.ople, equipment, and software is—the interfaces is typically where you find high risk.

