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"Contamination in Vessels"

Contamination is a big concern, especially in flight vehicles.  And it’s important to identify what the cleanliness level of your system is going to be prior to construction of your system, and to make sure that there’s a mechanism in place to ensure that cleanliness through construction and to guarantee it when you get ready to go into checkout and operation.  Oftentimes, valves and other components in the system are very susceptible to particulate matter, or other type of contamination, and, you know, that certainly will affect mission success.  Another contaminant that people may not always take into consideration is moisture, and that’s especially dangerous if your vehicle is going into high altitudes, where you get down below the freezing point of the moisture, and then you begin to form ice contaminants within the components.  And then sometimes will affect the operation of the components as well.

