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"Protection from Orbital Debris Helps Prevent the Generation of Orbital Debris"

A lot of program managers may be concerned from an orbital debris standpoint of only protecting their spacecraft from being hit by orbital debris, and we do discuss that in the standard.  And, as it turns out, that is a major concern, because once your spacecraft becomes hit by orbital debris, if it’s not protected, then it becomes space junk, and it has the capability to add to this domino effect of increasing orbital debris, because once it’s out of control then it basically becomes space junk.  So, from a program manager’s standpoint, you have to both consider protecting your spacecraft—either shielding or on-orbit maneuvers from space debris that’s being tracked by the Air Force—and then you also have to worry about the safe disposal and the other mitigation options to make sure we clean the environment up for the people that come after us.

