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"Nuclear Analysis and Approval Requirements"
The process is very much based on the amount of potential risk that carrying the nuclear materials could have on the mission, should an accident or a mishap occur.  And the amount of analysis that’s required, and the level of launch approval that’s required is also based on the amount of material that’s present.  And it’s a sliding scale.  So, for small amounts of material, I do the approval; as the amounts get larger, it would have to go to the Associate Administrator for Safety and Mission Assurance approval.  Larger amounts would go to the NASA Administrator, and the large amounts would have to go to the Office of the President.  So, the level of paperwork in the analysis going with that is almost a direct comparison.
