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Right now, NASA has two distinct programs that are in place across the Agency to consider EEE parts.  One is NEPP—which is the NASA EEE Parts and Packaging program—and that’s run out of the Chief Engineer’s office.  NEPP is primarily responsible for new and emerging technologies and their applications in space flight.  There is a second program, which is called NEPAG, which is NASA EEE Parts Assurance Group.  And NEPAG has a slightly different role.  NEPAG’s role is to work with existing programs and take parts that are available and work with those parts to make sure that they’re properly screened and qualified for flight and understand any issues that occur with their utilization.  I’d like to talk a little about NEPAG, but I’d also like to note that both NEPP and NEPAG, the emerging technologies, the things that we’re looking at for future flight, and the things that we are doing today for current flight, work very closely together.  And our goal is to be able to put projects, program managers in position that, as they develop newer projects and newer technologies, that we’ll have EEE parts that will be screened and qualified and available to support those activities.

