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"Payload Safety Overview"
The discipline of payload safety basically is set up to ensure that payloads are designed to operate safely in the human space flight environment, and specifically, in our case, we’re interested in payloads that will be flying on Shuttle or destined to operate on the International Space Station.  The process that we use to ensure the safety of payloads, or experiments as they’re occasionally known, is to put them through a phased series of safety reviews, both for flight and ground operations.  This is done—this process is handled by the Payload Safety Review Panel, and the payload organization will typically submit to my organization the safety data that the Panel will be reviewing.  I have a team of technical and administrative people who will work with the payload organization to shepherd them through this process to ensure that they have a safe and successful mission.  We do have a set of requirements documents, both for the process as well as for the technical requirements, and we will work with the payload organizations to ensure that those are met and that they understand what’s going on there.

To assist payload organizations through all this, we have a public domain, or green, website which is outside of the JSC [Johnson Space Center] firewall where we provide documents and forms and links to other websites.  You can access the payload safety website from the PBMA website.  One other resource that I’d like to encourage folks to take advantage of is that the NASA Safety Learning Center offers a payload safety review and analysis course that offers either a 1-day overview or a more intensive 4-day training session on the specifics for the payload safety process and technical requirements.
