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"Early SW Testing  Before HW/SW Integration"
The Space Station program has debated how much integrated hardware/software testing we’ve needed for years and years.  At the same time as the designs have evolved and changed, what we really realized is, I think, the software was always under-scoped early in this program.  We were all familiar with, you know, the software that your main flight computers are going to use, but as technology advances, as our designs advance, we find that there are third and fourth and fifth and twentieth-level microprocessors in that everything that we build now.  And that translates into some version of code, some version of test and integration and verification that has to be done at a much lower level than I think we have done in a lot of past programs.

