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"3 Myths About Workplace Safety Mishaps"
I often hear people talking about things that they just feel they can’t do about safety, that we’re spending too much time on safety.  And I put these in the safety myth category.  And there’s three safety myths that I hear over and over again from many of our people.  The first one of these myths is that, “It’s unrealistic to forecast or expect zero injuries—you just can’t do it, this is a big operation and you’ve got to expect some losses.”  Let me point out to you, to counter that myth, that the DuPont organization which is recognized as an industry leader in safety, last year, let me give you a number of, a couple of facts, about DuPont.  They have about 97,000 people worldwide; they have over 208 laboratories and plants—chemical plants—and last year, over 69% of those 208 plants and laboratories had zero reportable injuries and mishaps.  That’s an amazing number.  And it shows that we can, that zero is a reasonable number.  We can attain zero.  We have to have that as an expectation, and if this small organization attains zero, and then this small organization attains zero, and so on, we can add those up and achieve the kind of record that DuPont has achieved.

The second myth that I hear very often is that, “I can’t do my job right if I have to follow the safety rules.  They restrict me.  They slow me down.”  And to counter that, I would say that somehow we always have time to do the job the right way—again—the second time.  So, maybe there really is time.

And the third myth that I hear is, “It can’t happen to me.  I work in an office; I’m not around dangerous equipment or chemicals, and this is a pretty safe place to work.”  Yet, the DuPont numbers show that over 80%, and our numbers here at the Johnson Space Center, about 70% of all our lost work day cases occur in the relatively safe and benign office environment, or walking to and from buildings.  So, it can happen to you.  It can happen to me, unless we’re aware, unless we keep that awareness up.  So, I think those—some of those attitudes about safety are myths—that’s all they are.

