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Oftentimes, we revert to what I consider counting reliability the same as fault tolerance, and oftentimes that may not be our optimum solution.  In many cases, I would rather invest a little bit more money and put a little bit more robustness in the system and only have one failure that can get me in trouble rather than having three.  If I put a two-fault tolerance system together, and all three have a potential for the same common cause, I have not improved my reliability—I just got three ways it can fail for me—all of them the same way.  So, it doesn’t necessarily mean fault tolerance.  Robustness in design needs to become a way of life for the SR&Q engineer.

