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Verification and testing starts with a good set of requirements.  Every requirement, every SOW [Statement of Work] has to have some method of verifying that I meet it, to be able to convince the customer I satisfy your requirement.  So, when you look at verification and testing, you’ve got to start with number one, a good, verifiable set of requirements that I can go either verify by analysis and inspection, or test, or even by similarity.  And that’s key—that is key to being able to do a good verification prove the hardware is good.  Verification and test never improves hardware, but it does identify problems that I had in my design.  Now, if I used a poor design team, I clearly want to go do validation testing—verification and testing—to make sure that I had every opportunity I can to catch the mistakes that I had in my design.

